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been questionable enough. That* of "Henry was certainly most
unreasonable. Edward had maintained that though the Salic
law, which governed the succession in Trance, excluded females
from the throne, it did not exclude their male descendants. On
this theory Edward himself was doubtless the true heir to the
French monarchy. But even admitting the claims of Edward,
his rights had certainly not descended to Henry V., seeing that
even in England neither he nor his father was true heir to the
throne by lineal right. A war with France, however, was sure
to be popular with his subjects, and the weakness of that country
from civil discord seemed a favourable opportunity for urging
the most extreme pretensions."
Nothing having come of the negotiations entered into
with the French King, but conducted on the side of the
English in a manner which showed that no abatement of
their demands was seriously contemplated, Henry pre-
pared to invade France in the summer of 1415, and was
on the point of embarkation when the conspiracy related
by Shakespeare was discovered. Having punished the
conspirators, Henry with a fleet of 1,500 sail,
" crossed the sea, and landed without opposition at Chef de Caux,
near Harfleur, at the mouth of the Seine. The force that he
brought with him was about 30,000 men, and he immediately
employed it in laying siege to Harfleur. The place was strong,
so far as walls and bulwarks could make it, but it was not well
victualled, and after a five weeks' siege it was obliged to capitu-
late. But the forces of the besiegers were thinned by disease as
well as actual fighting. Dysentery had broken out in the camp,
and though it was only September, they suffered bitterly from
the coldness of the nights; so that when the town had been
won and garrisoned, the force available for further operations
amounted to less than half the original strength of the invading
army. Under the circumstances it was hopeless to expect to do
much before the winter set in, and many counselled the King to
return to England. Bub Henry could not tolerate the idea, of